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The relationship between a voter and his or her party is almost always compli-
cated. While party identification is the best predictor of how someone will vote, some 
of the earliest survey research in political science has shown that party identification is 
as much a way of seeing the world as it is a choice that citizens make. A voter’s choice of 
candidates is shaped by his or her perception of campaigns and other events, but these 
perceptions are shaped by the voter’s party identification.14 Members of a political party 
can be resistant to changes to their partisanship because they see the world through 
Republican or Democratic lenses that lead them to discount or completely ignore infor-
mation coming from the other party. Changes to media, such as the growth of social 
networking sites like Facebook, have only further enabled this tendency, and citizens 
today can spend much of their lives never encountering information that might change 
their party identification. Texans seem locked into political parties, despite the fact that 
so many harbor concerns about their divisive role in American politics and their inabil-
ity to produce effective leadership in government. Thus, the political parties continue to 
control elections even as they fail to win the hearts and minds of most citizens.

Functions of Parties

State and local parties have a variety of important roles in a representative democ-
racy. The most obvious is the nomination of party candidates. Since the distinguish-
ing characteristic of a party is electing candidates under its label, selecting nominees 

Figure 10.2 	  Political Ideology and Party Identification in Texas, 2014
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Source: University of Texas/Texas Tribune, “Texas Statewide Survey of 1,200 Adults, May 30 to June 8, 2014,” http://s3.amazonaws.com/static.texastribune 
.org/media/documents/uttt-jun2014-summary-all.pdf (accessed July 18, 2014). 
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